Madhya Pradesh is rich in plant wealth and endemic flora. As 
Introduction
The definition of botanic garden as presented in the international agenda for botanic garden conservation is an institution "holding documented collection of plants for the purposes of scientific research, conservation, display and education".
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), particularly the target on ex-situ conservation and National Plant Programme, has given impetus on conservation of threatened plants in forest botanic gardens. The National level programmes also emphasized on (I) promoting conservation activities at local and regional levels, (II) setting conservation priorities, (III) deciding conservation targets and appropriate strategies and, (IV) facilitating effective collaboration and co-ordination through Botanic Garden Network.
Madhya Pradesh is rich in plant wealth and Botanical Survey of India has documented about 2500 species of angiosperms in the Flora of state of Madhya Pradesh in India. A number of endemic, rare and indigenous species of angiosperms and their habitats were under various degrees of threat and there was a need to conserve and multiply in special habitats, particularly in forest botanic gardens.
As State Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur (M.P.) India, established an arboretum in 1976 covering an area of 7.34 ha. It harbors 225 species including endangered trees, many herbs, shrubs and climbers of medicinal and ethno-botanical importance. Conservation of RET plants of M.P is in progress in a phased manner. Attempts were made to forest herbarium of the institute that has holdings of more than 30,000 plant specimens arranged according to the Bentham & Hooker classification system. The institute has been engaged in inventorization, identification and conservation of plant diversity of forests of Madhya Pradesh. The present communication enumerates the plant wealth of Madhya Pradesh conserved in the forest botanic garden of the institute for education, conservation and authentic identification of species.
Materials and Methods
The total area of the botanical complex includes various sections. The break-up was as under:
1 The main forest botanic garden of the institute has barbed wire-cum-wire mesh fencing of 2 m height; newly constructed paver road covering a length of 1000 running meter; a tube well, one overhead syntax tank of 5000 litres capacity with network of microirrigation; a green house erected in an area of 560 sq m; a display room in the garden; two entry gates; three water ponds having aquatic plants.
Each tree species has four individuals of plants planted at a spacing of 4x4 m. It, thus, serves the purpose of education and conservation. Besides the arboretum, the garden has tissue culture raised plantations of Shorea robusta, Acacia catechu, Tectona grandis, Azadirachta indica and Dalbergia sissoo. The ethno-medicinal plants of herbaceous and shrubby nature were planted in the under canopy of tree species. This would be very purposeful for ground floor management of degraded natural ecosystem and valuable for livelihood security. The present paper deals with the enrichment of garden with forest flora of Madhya Pradesh including: Rare, endangered, threatened, ethno-medicinal and endemic plants, mass production of threatened plants species under species recovery programme, and educational program for biodiversity conservation.
Results
The inventory of plants conserved in different sections, along with their habit, family and conservation value was given in table 1. Scientific communities, trainees from forest department, universities / colleges and other stake holders visited the garden throughout the year as the garden was meant for scientific and educational purposes. A number of university students completed their dissertation work for various degree courses. Besides, monographs of 14 threatened species and one technical illustrated bulletin on some ethnic plants in cure of various human diseases (Chaubey, 2011 were published to create conservation awareness and promote education for planting these species. Regular training programs on cultivation of medicinal plants were conducted in the institute to various stakeholders.
Discussions
The forest botanic garden of State Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur (M.P.) India, was a representative of indigenous, rare, endangered and threatened flora, particularly of forest species of tropical zone of Madhya Pradesh, for better understanding of conservation status of wild forestry plants. This was important to promote research and education along
